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2025–2026 Showcase 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) & Clarifications 

  

Q1 – I am in a duet with another skater, and they aren’t competing in any other events except for the 
duet/trio.  Can they enter National Showcase? 

A1 – In the past, we’ve provided exceptions for these skaters, but starting in 2025, we will no longer 
accept skaters who have not qualified in the solo events (Emotional (EP), Lyrical Pop (LP), Choreographic 
Artistry (CA), Character (CH), Comedic(CO)). 

  

Q2 – I skated in National Showcase last year.  Does that qualify me for National Showcase this year? 

A2 – Skating in National Showcase does not qualify you for the next year.  You only qualify if you placed in 
the top 4 of your event, and only in the event you placed.  For instance, if you skated Lyrical Pop and 
placed 3rd (in Final Round or event,  if no final round) and you meet the minimum score for your level, you 
qualify for the next year in Lyrical Pop. If you also skated Emotional and placed 10th, you do not qualify in 
Emotional.  You must re-qualify for this year in events that did not place in the top 4. 

  

Q3 – If I qualified in the Theme Event this year, does that qualify me for the Theme Event at National 
Showcase? 

 A3 – No, unfortunately, you must still qualify in at least one of the solo events (LP, CA, CH, CO, EP) in order 
to skate in any of the elective events, such as the Theme Event. 

  

Q4 – If there are members of my Production Team who did not enter or qualify for the solo events, can 
they still skate? 

A4 – The Mini Production and Production Ensembles are the only events that we will permit non-qualified 
skaters to enter.  It is expected that many of the skaters on the team will be participating in National 
Showcase in the solo events.  However, we understand there may be members of the team who have not 
qualified in solo events.  We understand the challenge of forming a team, and we also hope those skaters 
see the rest of the events and get hooked on Showcase, and will join us in the following season as a solo 
event skater. 

  

Q5 – I don’t understand how the parade of champions works.  Can you explain it? 

A5 – Sure, the winners of all the events are entered into a “best in show” or “parade of champions” event 
at the end of the week at National Showcase.  Some competitions throughout the country also elect to 
form their own event of a similar nature. No skater can perform more than 2 programs. If a skater qualifies 
for 3 or more, the accountant or a referee will contact them or their coach to confirm which programs 
they will skate.  Then, in the event(s) that were not selected, we move to the 2nd place skater and inform 
them that they have qualified for the parade.  Sometimes these skaters have qualified in more than 2 
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events, and the same logic applies...moving down the list until all “winners” have been selected.  In 2024, 
we added 6 more skaters to the parades, 2 from each level, earning the highest score across all events.  
Those skaters were also invited to perform those events at the parade of champions, and if they also 
qualified in more than 2 events, we moved down the list of performances depending on what they chose 
to perform.  It was a bit complicated – but we think it was a fair approach to gathering the best of the 
best for an amazing event. 

 

Q6 – Can I use the same type of music found in the Theme event for my Emotional or Character Program? 

A6 – It’s best not to double-dip and use a theme song for an individual event.  There are plenty of smart 
song choices to be made across all your programs.   

 

Q7 – I only want to skate in the inflatable event this year.  How can I do that? 

A7 – The only way you can enter the inflatable event is if you have qualified in an individual event 
(Emotional, Character, Choreographic Artistry, Lyrical Pop, Comedic) before June 1st. You are no longer 
able to enter this event without qualifying in an individual event. 

  

Q8 – If my skater is a Basic 6 skater, can they qualify now, and then work on testing until June 1st to qualify 
for the level they want to skate at National Showcase? 

A8 – Unfortunately, no.  Compete USA levels and competitions do not qualify skaters for National Showcase.  
Skaters must qualify starting at the Preliminary level or higher.  Any levels less than Preliminary do not qualify 
for National Showcase. 

  

Q9 – If my skater is a Pre-Preliminary skater, but skates up at the local non-qualifying competition at 
Preliminary, will they qualify for National Showcase? 

 A9 – Yes, they will qualify for the event, provided they MEET the minimum test and minimum score 
requirements by the June 1st entry deadline for National Showcase. 

 

Q10 - If my club wants to improve on our showcase events at our local club competition, what can we 
do that won’t break our budget? 

A10 - There are many different solutions to help. One is to stop using full ice for warm-ups and 
create a warm-up space behind a curtain.  There are different things you can use in place of a 
traditional curtain: 

1) Portable Clothing Racks - You can purchase multiple portable clothing racks and then 
zip tie them together, and put a curtain on each one. Click Here 
2) Medical Patient Room Dividers are a bit less DIY, as they come with a curtain or built-in 
barrier. You would still need to order multiples and attach them to each other using zip ties 
or Velcro straps, and they should be a dark color (preferably black). Click here 
3) Room Divider - portable room dividers fold up and come in varying sizes. Click Here 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=portable+clothing+rack&sca_esv=13c2871c93da831a&ei=hwyaaN3VBYLAp84Pwbb0wAI&ved=0ahUKEwidtaHNiYOPAxUC4MkDHUEbHSgQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=portable+clothing+rack&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFnBvcnRhYmxlIGNsb3RoaW5nIHJhY2syBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFSNcSUABYoxFwAHgBkAEAmAGBAaAB0w2qAQQxOC40uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIWoAKyDsICChAAGIAEGEMYigXCAgsQABiABBiRAhiKBcICERAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGIMBGMcBwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAg0QABiABBixAxhDGIoFwgIFEAAY7wWYAwCSBwQxOC40oAfaf7IHBDE4LjS4B7IOwgcGMC4zLjE5yAdU&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=patient+privacy+wall&sca_esv=f96364e1307aa118&ei=8g2aaKGxJK3Fp84Prdv92Ak&ved=0ahUKEwih8sv6ioOPAxWt4skDHa1tH5sQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=patient+privacy+wall&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFHBhdGllbnQgcHJpdmFjeSB3YWxsMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFMgsQABiABBiGAxiKBTIFEAAY7wUyCBAAGKIEGIkFMggQABiiBBiJBUisDFDkA1jzC3ABeAGQAQCYAdABoAHkA6oBBTIuMS4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIFoALyA8ICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgoQABiABBhDGIoFwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBiiBJgDAIgGAZAGCJIHBTMuMS4xoAf8GbIHBTIuMS4xuAfwA8IHBTAuMy4yyAcM&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#oshopproduct=pid:1853383678259049721,oid:1853383678259049721,iid:10133938614246110990,pvt:hg,pvo:3&oshop=apv&pvs=0
https://www.google.com/search?q=portable+room+dividers&oq=portable+room+dividers&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyCQgAEEUYORiABDIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIGCAcQRRg80gEIMjk5N2owajSoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Q11 - We don’t have much space to have those big spotlights at our rink. What other options do we 
have to move from full-house lights to spotlights during practices and competitions? 

A11 - There are options now that use LED lights and plug into a 110-volt outlet, rather than the large 
220-volt plugs often found on those old, large spotlights.  Here is what was used recently at the 2025 
National Showcase.  These lights can be plugged into standard outlets or extension cords and fit into 
the stands. 

● LED Followspot 1205T Click Here   (Instruction Manual here) 
 

Q12 – How were the minimum scores calculated, and why do they increase in 2026-2027? 

A12 - Historical data was pulled from Showcase events from March 2021 to June 2025 for all levels. 
Combined events were excluded (events grouped by event category (LP, EP, CP, CO, CA), by level 
(Pre-Sr, Adults), or both).  High, low, and average scores were calculated by level. We started with 
scores at or (1-3 points) below the average.  Scores will be reviewed and updated annually.   

The 2025-2026 season allows skaters time to focus on improving their scores overall.  As we move 
toward a series for National Showcase, the minimum score will increase slightly in the 2026-2027 
season. As well, additional training opportunities are being finalized and will be provided to all 
officials to ensure consistency in judging.  

 

Q13 – For Preliminary and Pre-Juvenile levels, is there a place for skaters under 10 to compete in 
Showcase events? 

A13 - In any nonqualifying competition with Showcase events, skaters under 10 competing at the 
Preliminary or Pre-Juvenile levels may participate in those events.  If the skater does not turn 10 by 
June 1, 2026, they are not eligible to compete in the National Showcase event, regardless of whether 
the minimum score is met. 

 

Q14 – What jump elements are allowed? Are there any limits to jump combinations or jump 
sequences?  

A14 – Any jump that receives value in a free skate will be counted as a jump in Showcase.  For 
example, at the Pre-Preliminary, Preliminary, and all adult levels, a waltz jump is considered a jump 
and will be counted as such in Showcase events.  

Jump combinations and sequences are limited to a maximum of three (3) jumps per combination or 
sequence. Each jump combination or sequence is counted as one jump element. 

 

  

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=f96364e1307aa118&udm=28&fbs=AIIjpHxU7SXXniUZfeShr2fp4giZud1z6kQpMfoEdCJxnpm_3Tyhd8JXZOxjXn9_g38o_Rcmb8vRixuDgz6kXd7eZ4Az1ZFQmw07dFSpf1oRcyrgT7V4EMHd5vqpyOq9LnfshJS5-DiL9QkKu-p3gktTQJruOQoVHWq0mqNUt9vBHzJnZJaGZPzKRmTsMJ7G0Wv88R_93q_-8QD0mw1pqBWhhMuvUGiBdA&q=led+followspot+120st&ved=1t:220175&ictx=111&biw=1710&bih=895&dpr=1#ip=1&oshopproduct=gid:6147128991594527127,mid:576462815739551178,oid:17429905081503055868,iid:2075417591197019053,rds:UENfNjE0NzEyODk5MTU5NDUyNzEyN3xQUk9EX1BDXzYxNDcxMjg5OTE1OTQ1MjcxMjc%3D,pvt:hg,pvo:3&oshop=apv&pvs=0
https://www.chauvetdj.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/LED_Followspot_120ST_UM_Rev1_WO.pdf
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Q15 – Please clarify when the Not According to Requirements deduction is taken. 

The table below identifies when the Not According to Requirements (NAR) deduction can be taken.  

Requirement 
Char. 
Perf. 

Choreo. 
Artistry 

Comedic 
Impress. 

Emot. 
Perf. 

Lyrical 
Pop 

More than 2 Jumps, 
Jump Sequences, or 
Jump Combinations* 

X X X X X 

Lip syncing is required, 
but not demonstrated 
for the majority of the 
program 

X     

Lip syncing is not 
permitted, but is 
demonstrated 
throughout the 
program 

 X  X X 

Props are used, but not 
permitted**  X   X 

* For Pre-Preliminary, Preliminary, and all Adult levels, a waltz jump is counted as a jump.  
** See Handbook for the definition of props and costumes. 
 

The majority of the panel (judges and referees) must take the deduction before it is assessed.  If any judge 
or referee takes the deduction, the protocol will indicate which judges did so. The referee deduction is only 
reflected in the total number of officials who took it (as shown in the sample protocol below). 
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